NEW SIMPSON HILL DISTRICT #32

HOMELESS EDUCATION PLAN

A student is considered “homeless” if he or she is presently living: 

• In a shelter 

• Sharing housing with relatives or others due to lack of housing 

• In a motel/hotel, camping ground, or similar situation

• At a train or bus station, park, or in a car 

• In an abandoned building 

• Temporarily housed while awaiting foster care placement 

All Homeless Students Have Rights To: 

• Immediate school enrollment. A school must immediately enroll eligible students even if they lack health, immunization or school records, proof of guardianship, or proof of residency. Enrollment is dependent on a space being available in the program. If the program is full, homeless children are placed at the top of the waiting list. 

• Enroll in: the school he/she attended when permanently housed (school of origin), the school in which he/she was last enrolled (school of origin), any school that non-homeless students living in the same attendance area in which the homeless child or youth is actually living are eligible to attend 

• Remain enrolled in his/her selected school for as long as he/she remains homeless or, if the student becomes permanently housed, or until the end of the academic year. 

• Priority: in preschool programs administered by their districts, parents or guardians are encouraged to seek enrollment in these programs. 

• Participate in a tutorial-instructional support program, school –related activities, and/or receive other support services 

• Obtain information regarding how to get fee waivers, and low-cost or free medical referrals 

• Transportation services: A homeless student attending his/her school of origin has a right to transportation to go to and from the school of origin as long as he/she is homeless, or, if the student becomes permanently housed, until the end of the academic year. Transportation services are provided to students that fall under the McKinney-Vento Act, regardless if transportation is provided for all students in the program. 

• NSH #32 has designated a liaison Ms. Kim Hogan and she has attended a Homeless Education training provided by ROE. 

• Materials are made available in schools and in communities regarding homelessness and family’s educational rights (e.g. posters, pamphlets). Materials are placed in schools and other areas in the community where they would be readily available to homeless families 

• LEA/Preschool staff is trained by LEA liaison in identifying homeless children 

• LEA homeless liaison ensures that homeless children/families are identified 

· remain at school of origin or the school the parent chooses if it is in the best interest of the child 

· have equal access to ISBE-funded preschools available in their community and referral to all early childhood programs of any kind that homeless children age birth to five may be eligible for in the community service area 

· are immediately enrolled in school (if space is available) even if they lack health, immunization or school records, proof of guardianship, or proof of residency 

· receive educational services for which they are eligible, including Head Start and preschool programs administered by the school district.

· if preschool programs are at maximum capacity, homeless children are placed at the top of the waiting list and are placed in the program as a spot becomes available 

· receive educational services in special education, bilingual education and remedial programs 

· are informed about educational rights including transportation availability 

· receive free breakfast and lunch for the reminder of the school year if both are provided by the school and for the program the child attends 

· receive assistance with school supplies and waivers of school fees 

New Simpson Hill District #32 will: 

• Enter identified homeless students in ISBE SIS (Student Information System) 

• Create staff awareness of the needs of homeless families and young children

• Identify all preschool programs in the district 

• Train LEA preschool staff on McKinney-Vento rights and provisions 

• Post notice of rights under McKinney-Vento in places where homeless families with young children frequent 

• Provide transportation to homeless children in preschool programs if it is provided to non-homeless students 

• Utilize McKinney-Vento sub-grant funds and/or Title 1 set aside funds for preschool needs of homeless children.

• Enlist the help of school personnel, including secretaries, coaches, janitors, bus drivers in identifying preschool-aged children 

• Initiate communication and collaboration with community agencies to assist in helping homeless families 

• Include homelessness as a criteria for priority enrollment 

• Be flexible with policies that may serve as barriers (enrollment requirements, policies on absences, etc.) 

New Simpson Hill District #32

Homeless Dispute Resolution Process

School Name: New Simpson Hill

School Address: 95 Tunnel Hill Rd, Tunnel Hill, IL     

Phone: 618-658-8536         Fax: 618-658-5034

Student’s Name:__________________________________  ID#: _________    Grade: ______

Current Address: ______________________________  Current Phone #: ________________

Parent/Guardian/Complaining Party’s Name: _______________________________________

Relationship to student: __Parent         __Guardian       __ Unaccompanied Youth        __ Other

Current Address: __________________________   Current Phone: _______________

Please note: Information regarding student's address, phone number, and information protected by New Simpson Hill School District Records Act and can only be released to parent/guardian, the student, or to a person specifically designated as a representative of the parent/guardian.

Lives in a Shelter □ Yes □ No 

Name of school that parent chooses child to be immediately enrolled in and /or transported to/from until dispute is resolved:

Is this the school of origin*? □ Yes □ No

 *School of Origin means the school that the child attended when permanently housed or the school in which the child was last enrolled. 

If no, from which school was the student transferred? ________

Reason for the Complaint: 

Signature of parent/guardian/complaining party ___________________________________ 

Date: _______________

 Principal’s Actions on the Complaint 

Taken within __ school day(s) after receiving notice of the complaint.

Date Homeless liaison was notified of the dispute:  __/__/__

Action taken by principal to resolve the dispute:

Was the dispute resolved? □ Yes □ No      Explanation:

